
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Follow the Steps listed below:   

 Familiarize yourself with this packet, as it contains the information necessary for 
making course selections. 

 
 Visit the AMDA website at www.amda.edu to download your registration form. 

 
 Select the “Registration Form” specific to the program and semester level 

in which you WILL BE enrolled for the Fall 2016 semester.  Once completed, email 
the form to LAregistration@amda.edu. [email instructions are provided on the 
registration form] 

 
 Retain a copy for your records.  

 

PRIORITY DEADLINE: FRIDAY, AUGUST 12th   
FINAL DEADLINE: FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th 

 
LATE REGISTRATION FEE: 

Students who do not submit their form by the stated deadline will incur a fee of $50.00. 
 

 
Textbooks are available for purchase through the AMDA-Amazon website at the following URL address: 

http://astore.amazon.com/amte-20 
 

A comprehensive list of textbooks will soon be available on the AMDA website  
under the “Student Life/Education Department” tab at the following URL:  

http://www.amda.edu/student-life/education-department/   

Welcome to the Fall 2016 BFA Class Registration  
This Registration process is applicable to BFA students only. 

Please direct all questions to AMDA’s Education Dept. 
 

BFA REGISTRATION INFORMATION  
FALL 2016: 10/17/2016 – 2/10/2017 

Los Angeles Campus 

http://www.amda.edu/
mailto:LAregistration@amda.edu
http://astore.amazon.com/amte-20
http://www.amda.edu/student-life/education-department/
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Fall 2016 Course Offerings/Descriptions 
 

For the most comprehensive listing of course descriptions, please reference the AMDA Catalog, available for download at www.amda.edu. 
However, some course descriptions not yet listed in the Catalog are provided below.   

 

 Students will be apprised of required textbooks upon receiving their course syllabi and viewing the textbook list for FA16 on the AMDA website.  
Students will need to be prepared to purchase plays, scripts and/or copies of scenes as deemed by a course’s curriculum. 

 Courses are subject to change, AMDA will make every attempt to notify students if/when there is a change in course offerings. 
 
 

General Education Courses are Categories under the following: Theatre Roots/Creative Exploration/English/Sci-Tech 
 

THEATRE ROOTS Category:  
1. TR228: Music Appreciation Students will acquire an historical overview of Western culture and society, and its direct influence 

on the evolution of Western Music, as defined by each of the classical music eras (Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic, Modern, Contemporary). 3.0 credits 

 
2. TR232 Influential Directors in Contemporary Theatre This course explores the most influential theatre directors of the 20th and 

21st centuries from around the world who have shaped and expanded the boundaries of theatre and performance. Political, 
poetic, philosophical, fantastical and darkly comic, these directors profoundly changed the way we experience theatre today. 
Students will examine the relationship between theatre performance and the cultural/ political ideas at the heart of intellectual 
debate and creative, artistic development. The key question of “How do these major directors inspire our own work in the 
theatre?” will guide our journey. 3.0 credits 

 
CREATIVE EXPLORATION Category:  

1. CE225 Art Appreciation: Eyes of the Beholder Art Appreciation is an introduction to the visual arts in formal, cultural, and 
historical contexts. Topics may include, but are not limited to:  understanding the various aspects of art in our lives, the language 
of art, the exploration of the various technical and formal aspects of various art media (e.g. painting, printmaking, photography, 
sculpture, architecture, etc.), the impact of art from ancient times to the present, and developing a personal set of standards for 
evaluating artistic works. 3.0 credits 

 
2. CE226 Introduction to Philosophy The course systematically explores texts and thinkers from the history of philosophy (East and 

West, ancient and modern) through in-class presentation, readings, discussions, and student writings. Concepts such as 
knowledge, reality and value will be analyzed to focus on topics such as the mind, free will, personal identity, the nature of God, 
and the meaning of life.  Emphasis is placed on developing critical thinking techniques and creating philosophical awareness. 3.0 
credits 

 
ENGLISH Category:  

1. SP205: Fundamentals of Oral Communication (Prerequisite: EN101 English Composition) This course is an introduction to the 
principles and application of speaking effectively to diverse audiences in a variety of settings. Topics focus on the verbal and 
nonverbal elements of communication and the development of communication skills, including, but not limited to: topic 
selection, organization, analysis of research, critical listening, audience analysis, language use, reasoning, persuading, informing, 
ethics, and effective delivery-- through formal and informal oral presentations. 3.0 credits   

 
 

Performance Immersion Courses 
 
ACTING 
AC314 ½ Hour TV Comedy This unique scene study class focuses on TV comedy material.  What makes something funny in the context of Television? 
How does the text give clues to the actor? How do rhythm, pace, inflection and delivery influence the success of the comedy.  How much depends on the 
writing as compared to the actor’s ability to remain truthful within the world being portrayed? How does the medium of TV impact an actor’s choices for 
playing comedic material? Dig deep into texts from TV comedies and challenge yourself to find comedy gold! 1.5 credits 
 
AC418 The Powerful Actor (Available only to eighth semester ACT students) How does the trained actor maintain a sense of individual creativity, yet still 
satisfy an array of industry demands? The actor must absorb and connect with the expectations of Casting Directors, Playwrights, Directors, Producers, 
Fellow-Actors, and many others involved in each artistic endeavor, while at the same time create characters that reflect their own individual "truth" and 
unique interpretation. The actor's "power" lies in their ability to deftly balance these two seemingly opposing goals. This course helps actors, who already 
possess an established range of techniques, polish and apply those techniques with creativity and grace. Through challenging exercises and simulated 
professional contexts, actors hone the speed with which they make effective choices, adjust those choices as directed, and respond professionally to 
direction that may be vague or contrary to an actor's impulse.  Additionally, the course will guide actors toward subtlety and consistency within their 
audition, rehearsal, and preparation processes. The "powerful" actor is one who fulfills industry expectations, while creating art that is infused with 
sophisticated technique and personal expression. 1.0 credit 
 

 

http://www.amda.edu/
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Fall 2016 Course Offerings/Descriptions Continued 
 

DN008-010 Physical Circuit Students experience a veritable smorgasbord of physical training in this self-scheduled body awareness course. Designed to 
utilize the variety of “Open” classes AMDA offers each semester (Open Fitness, Open Dance), students create a flexible course schedule to journey 
through an assortment of physical training challenges. 0.5-1.5 credits 
 
FL302 Film: Short Film Script Development This course immerses the student in the fundamentals of writing short screenplays from conception through 
completion.  Topics will include: concepts, formatting, story structure, character development, conflict, visible outer motivation, dramatic action, 
dialogue, scene and sequence, and writing for emotional impact. Writing sessions will support and work in harmony with the tenets of acting studied at 
AMDA. Additionally, all screenplays resulting from this course will be considered for use within AMDA’s 8th semester “short films” course; select scripts 
may be produced by AMDA for future semesters’ short films. Appropriate screen credit will be provided for any student whose script is produced by 
AMDA. 1.5 credits   
 
FL418 Media for the Music Theatre Performer This course investigates the criteria and techniques in digital media used to promote and market a 
professional Music Theatre performer. Emphasis is placed on the selection of audition footage, processing and uploading the footage into the 
appropriate medium, and basic editing applications. Footage recorded in this course can be utilized as an “Educational Reel” designed as preparation for 
creating professional performance reels once a student enters the industry and starts acquiring professional content. Topics and activities include, but 
are not limited to:  generating content (e.g., audition reel and other media content), processing mock auditions taped in class, self-taping, iMovie editing 
fundamentals, and final product review and distribution.  Students will also serve as cast and crews for each scene shot in class. 2.0 
credits 
 
MUSIC THEATRE 
MT141 Iconic Musical Theatre This course will explore 34 iconic performers spanning various eras, covering the four major iconic types of musical 
theatre performers — ingénues, leading men, leading ladies, and broads. Students will also research and discuss current events and trends in the 
American Musical Theatre. 1.0 credit 
 
MT232 Singing Technique Fundamentals II (Prerequisite: MT222 Singing Technique Fundamentals 1) A continuation of the skills developed in Singing 
Techniques Fund 1, this intermediate course (for non-majors) will provide the student with the opportunity to explore their natural singing voice and find 
their vocal identity through a variety of musical genres. Utilizing healthy vocal technique, students will develop and practice skills to enhance solo vocal 
performance. Topics may include, but are not limited to: releasing tension, body alignment, onset/offset, breathing, resonance, focus of tone, 
registration, articulation, and expressivity. 1.0 credit 
 
MT319 Musical Theatre Score Analysis and Anatomy for the Singer This course requires the Musical Theatre student to apply their knowledge of 
musicianship, song structure and basic sound production to song material from the genres of musical theatre, classical/legit, and pop/rock music.  
Students refine and advance their overall musicianship and learn how to recognize cues in a musical score that will assist them in making dynamic, 
expressive, acting and sound choices suited to the character needs within the given circumstances of the song material.  Students learn the different 
anatomical and physiological processes of sound production for each of the styles studied. 2.0 credits 
 
MT412 Music Audition Repertoire: General Music Theatre (Available only to eighth semester MT students) This course focuses on the preparation and 
enhancement of the audition portfolio to meet professional standards, development of presentation skills, and improvement of job-seeking techniques. 
The portfolio will be designed to showcase work in all major genres. The student will learn to master the musical theatre audition for any genre. Students 
will be closely supervised throughout this course and learn to evaluate and prepare creative elements to be included in their audition portfolio. 1.0 credit 
 
MT413 Mock Audition Panel – Music (Available only to eighth semester MT students) This course focuses on the preparation and execution of Music 
Theatre audition repertoire, meeting professional standards, development of musical presentation skills, and improvement of job-seeking techniques. 
The student will learn to master the musical theatre audition for any genre. Students will be closely supervised throughout this course and learn to 
evaluate, prepare and adjust creative elements when demonstrating for, and working with, an audition panel. The course culminates in presentations 
before multiple panels of Faculty and industry professionals. 1.0 credit 

 
MT414 Music Audition Repertoire: Music Specialty Categories (Available only to eighth semester MT students) Students will build their music audition 
repertoire in specialty categories for a more defined music audition portfolio. 1.0 credit  
 
MU145 Songwriting: Piano Based (Pre-requisites: MU141 Piano Fund and MU143 Piano Techniques or Approval from an AMDA Piano instructor.) 
Students will learn the fundamental concepts of music theory and lyric organization associated with song form, as related to piano-based songwriting. 
Traditional and unconventional chord progressions, music hooks and music themes within standard sections of song structure will be introduced and 
developed. Students will learn to create charts for their songs which will include chord symbols, music road maps, lyrics with basic rhythms, and notation 
of pertinent melody lines. Basic music production techniques will be taught using GarageBand including using loops, recording audio, and using MIDI 
technology. Students will perform their songs in class and offer constructive comments on each others’ performances. 1.0 credit 
 
MU150 Introduction to Guitar This class is designed to provide students with the fundamentals of guitar playing.  This course will cover fingerboard 
knowledge, basic techniques, chords, strumming, reading music (standard notation/tablature), and basic concepts in music theory. Through listening, this 
class will provide an overview of the many different styles of music written for this instrument. 1.0 credit  
*Guitars will be provided during class time and will also be available for student practice during weekly scheduled Guitar Lab Sessions. 
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Fall 2016 Course Offerings/Descriptions Continued 
 
MU153 Guitar Techniques Building on previously acquired skills of acoustic guitar playing and introduction of new playing techniques as well as more 
challenging reading and more rock oriented scale material will be the central focus in this course. Students will explore and expand 
on the various components of and basic techniques associated with the six- stringed acoustic guitar and will 
exercise standard music theory practices associated with beginning and advanced beginning level guitar.   
Throughout the semester, students will learn to identify notes on the fretboard and learn to play and read chord tablature as well as simple 
standard notation. Students will also also learn various right and left hand techniques, and will to learn to play at least 3 popular songs. 1.0 credit 
*Guitars will be provided during class time and will also be available for student practice during weekly scheduled Guitar Lab Sessions. 
 
MU225 Chorus: Choral Repertoire Students will study choral literature of various genres. An advanced level of musicianship in singing will be the focus of 
this course, with a concentration in harmonic blend, observation of dynamics and authentic vocal styles. 1.0 credit 
 
MU233 Small Vocal Ensemble Styles: Madrigals and Contemporary Vocal Bands In small groups (averaging 8 or less per group) students examine small-
ensemble vocal repertoire, ranging from the historical (Madrigals of the Renaissance period) to mainstream contemporary pop. In addition to the 
exploration of vocal styles, this course will further develop basic musicianship skills for the professional vocalist, including Sight-Singing, and retention of 
harmony. 1.0 credit 
 
MU237 Large Vocal Ensemble Styles: Broadway Musicals Students will explore harmony, blend and musical proficiency as they study and learn various 
large ensemble works from Broadway musicals. 1.0 credit 
 
STAGE COMBAT 
SC386 Advanced Stage Combat: Styles I (Prerequisite: SC280 Stage Combat III) Utilizing advanced unarmed stage combat techniques, students will 
perform styles related to Eastern Martial Arts, Classic American Westerns, and Modern Para-Military. These styles will then also lead to fighting with 
Found Objects and Knife Fighting. Additionally, this course may include the adaptation of selected techniques as used for Film/TV. 1.5 credits 
 
DANCE 
DN130 Fitness & Injury Prevention The course will identify dance related injuries and will explore the various strength and conditioning techniques that 
aid in prevention of these injuries. The course will also address how meeting mental health and nutritional needs contribute to the health and wellbeing 
of dancers. 1.5 credits 
 
DN410 Dance Senior Reels This course is designed in acumination for the graduating dance theatre senior. It is a companion course in conjunction with 
the Dance Senior Project and Conservatory Showcase course. Students will be lead through pre-production planning, film shoots and edits towards the 
completion of a professional dance reel.  Students will develop production and administrative skill sets, integrating such elements as head-to-toe looks, 
dance combos, dance industry, and various administrative and production responsibilities, all contributing to aspects of the Dance Senior Showcase. 1.5 
credits 
 
DNF114 African/Haitian Haitian/Dunham Technique involves the merging of polyrhythmic dance styles in continual motion. Haitian/Dunham combines 
the individualistic dance movements of Caribbean and African cultures with European-style ballet.  This course explores fundamental movement 
mechanics as related to the Haitian/Dunham dance style. Emphasis will be placed on the development of specific techniques, performing skills, and 
spatial relationships. Students will acquire and develop an awareness of posture, muscle control, footwork and body alignment. Stretch, strength, 
centered and off-centered movement will be explored. As the course progresses the student will develop a greater knowledge and skill in the style’s 
techniques. 1.0 credit 
 
TECHNICAL PROJECTS 
Remember, additional options are available for Production under variable credits, such as: 
PI105 - PI109 Tech Project: TECH 0.5 – 3.0 credits 
PI110 – PI118 Tech Project: Wardrobe 0.5 – 3.0 credits 
PI100 – PI122 Tech Project: ASM 0.5 – 3.0 credits  
 

Courses are subject to change, AMDA will make every attempt to notify students if/when there is a change in course offerings.  


